Adran yr Economi a’r Seilwaith
Department for Economy and Infrastructure

Our Ref: qA1420023 & qA1376605
Date: 28 July 2021
Dear
THE CHESTER TO BANGOR TRUNK ROAD (A55) (JUNCTIONS 16 AND 16A IMPROVEMENT
REALIGNMENT AND SLIP ROADS) ORDER 202THE CHESTER TO BANGOR TRUNK ROAD (A55) (JUNCTIONS 16 AND 16A IMPROVEMENT
REALIGNMENT AND SLIP ROADS) (SIDE ROADS) ORDER 202THE WELSH MINISTERS (THE CHESTER TO BANGOR TRUNK ROAD (A55) (JUNCTIONS 16 AND
16A IMPROVEMENT REALIGNMENT AND SLIP ROADS)) COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER
202(Ref J16-R022-A55J15J16-2021-123-R)
I refer to your email making a representation to the above Draft Orders dated 8 May 2021, to Gareth
Jones in the Welsh Government Orders Branch. Your email has been registered as an Objection to the
above Draft Orders in order that it can be addressed as part of the statutory process.
You have raised a number of points on the proposals in Dwygyfylchi, which I have responded to below.
1. You stated in your email that you were “not able to access the on line Q & A you had. I’m
not sure why but it does raise the question about discussion that has not been thought
out at all, how many in the village are not on internet and haven’t a clue what is going on.”

For the A55 Junctions 16 and 16A Improvement Scheme, despite the challenging and changing
situation due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the statutory requirements were not only met but were
exceeded.
The purpose of the statutory period is for people to make representations, objections or support
the draft Orders and/or the draft Environmental Statement. Therefore, although we would have
liked to meet people face to face at the Orders Exhibition, due to Covid-19 restrictions and
guidance in place at the time this was not considered to be in the health interests of the public or
staff. Steps were taken to provide the same information that would have been provided at the
exhibitions in a virtual environment. Contact details where people could ring/email to get advice
were provided.
Where people contacted the project team, support was provided as appropriate. This included
site visits and meetings, either in a socially distanced manner or virtually. It also included setting
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up the live webinar: You can access a recording of the webinar, including a summary of the
questions and answers, at the following link: https://a55engagement.gov.wales/events.html
2. You have questioned what it is that runs along the length of the embankment opposite the
Gladstone area and that you were surprised that there is no thought of wild flowers along
the bank bordering the A55
There will be a mortared stone wall at the top of the embankment at a similar height to a stock
proof fence. The north facing slope will be a 1 in 2 gradient, planted with ornamental shrubs to
screen views of traffic. The south facing slope will be graded out much shallower than the north
side to ensure it is suitable for grazing. Every area of grass and planting across the scheme will
be landscaped with grass and native wildflowers in accordance with Welsh Government policy for
trunk roads.
The Environmental Masterplan (EMP) illustrates the environmental mitigation measures
incorporated within the design of the scheme, including details of the proposed landscape work.
Further information can be found in the Environmental Statement of the Non-Technical Summary
(NTS), which can be found at the following link:
https://a55engagement.gov.wales/documents.html
3. You stated that you considered the crossing from the houses to the footbridge dangerous
and was concerned about poor visibility
I note your concern with respect to the safety for people crossing the road. The design of the new
at-grade pedestrian crossing will be undertaken in accordance with best practice and design
standards, which would provide an at-grade crossing that would allow people of all ages to cross
safely. The form and design for the crossing would be finalised at detailed design. It is currently
anticipated however, that this would be a toucan crossing to cater for both cyclists and
pedestrians.
The alignment design meets the requirements of Design Manual for Road and Bridges (DMRB)
at the speed stated. At detailed design, the alignment will be optimised. Appropriate signage and
other street furniture would also be provided as part of the detailed design.
4. You are concerned about the proposals to widen Glan yr Afon Road and “thus bringing
traffic to a bottle neck at the bridge area over The Gyrach and towards Bluan Goch
property.”
The approach to the Glan yr Afon Road improvement is to provide a wider, safer road with good
visibility; reducing situations where there might be conflict between vehicles and other users.
Traffic calming would be provided to mitigate concerns with respect to speed. The improvements
would encourage active travel by providing a cyleway/footway link from the village to connect with
the route along the link road, the NCR5 and eastwards to Conwy.
5. You feel the reduction of the local football field is appalling and the current size cannot be
maintained
It is recognised that the informal playing area is an important amenity. Therefore, as shown on
the Environmental Master Plan extract, the Scheme is proposing to relocate the football field
towards the south-west so that it retains the same usable area as a kick-about field within the
existing area. Additionally, the cross fall across the relocated pitch would be similar to the existing
arrangement meaning that it would have an equivalent functionality. To help you visualise this,
we have shown two arrows of the same length on both the Google Map and EMP. For
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awareness, the bottom EMP extract is rotated by approximately 19 degrees compared to the
Google Map extract.
The proposed exchange land which makes up the triangular exchange land area to the east
would be designed and landscaped to provide a multi-generational amenity space, that
complements the existing play areas within the centre of Maes-Y-Llan estate and the new Gwel y
Mor housing estate. The locations of these play areas are indicated by orange stars on the
Google Map extract.
We are currently developing more detailed plans for the exchange land which we will be
discussing with the landowner. Once we have received their feedback, we will be in a position to
share them more widely.

Extract from Google Maps, showing satellite imagery of the open space at Maes Y Llan, Dwygyfylchi (@Google
2021)

Extract from the Environmental Master Plan (Sheet 2) showing the proposals for the open space and exchange
land at Maes Y Llan, Dwygyfylchi
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6. You have raised an issue with respect to existing flooding issues on Ysguborwen Road
and Conwy Old Road and believe their will be increased traffic on these roads and Cae
Cyd Road
It is understood that the flooding location is outside of the Scheme boundary. Nevertheless, we
would work with Conwy CBC at detailed design to investigate this issue further. As described in
Chapter 14 Environmental Statement, the traffic modelling is predicting that there would overall
be less traffic through the village for the opening year 2022.
I hope that I have satisfactorily addressed the points you have raised.
Please note that you can find more details about the scheme in the Online Exhibition, including flythroughs,
which can be found on the Welsh Government A55 Junctions 14/15 & 16/16A Engagement website at the
following link: https://a55engagement.gov.wales/exhibition.html.
Should you require clarification, or wish to discuss the matters prior to responding, please contact Rob
Griffiths of Ramboll as follows: Tel: 07918 720458 / Email: Robert.Griffiths@ramboll.co.uk.

Yours faithfully

James Healey. B.Eng. C.Eng. MHKIE. MICE
Project Engineer – A55 Junctions 15/16 Improvement Scheme
Trafnidiaeth -Transport
Seilwaith yr Economi - Economic Infrastructure
Llywodraeth Cymru - Welsh Government
Sarn Mynach
Llandudno Junctio
LL31 9RZ
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