Adran yr Economi a’r Seilwaith
Department for Economy and Infrastructure

Our Ref: qA1420023
Date: 09 August 2021
Dear Sir
THE CHESTER TO BANGOR TRUNK ROAD (A55) (JUNCTIONS 16 AND 16A IMPROVEMENT
REALIGNMENT AND SLIP ROADS) ORDER 202THE CHESTER TO BANGOR TRUNK ROAD (A55) (JUNCTIONS 16 AND 16A IMPROVEMENT
REALIGNMENT AND SLIP ROADS) (SIDE ROADS) ORDER 202(Ref J15-R055 A55J15J16-2021-091A)
I refer to your correspondence relating to the publication of the above draft Orders received via the online
portal on the 07 May 2021. You should since have received a Welsh Government letter dated 25 May 2021
confirming that a Public Local Inquiry is to be held. I can confirm that your letter has been registered as an
Objection and has been forwarded to the Inspector for consideration as part of the Inquiry process.
Please see below a response to each element of your objection.
Point 1: The cyclepath running parallel to the A55 at J16 should be straightened and widened once
the roundabout is removed
Thank you for your suggestion to straighten and widen the cycleway running parallel to the A55 at Junction
16. We assume from your description that you are referring to the National Cycle Network (NCN) Route 5,
which runs to the north of the A55 trunk road in a tightly constrained corridor to the south of the North Wales
Coast railway line. I understand that you are concerned about visibility due to the existing width, alignment
and adjacent barriers/vegetation.
My team has worked closely with Conwy County Borough Council (CBC), Sustrans and Cycling UK to
develop appropriate proposals for the scheme. The Welsh Government has undertaken to improve the NCN
Route 5 between Penmaenmawr Beach Front and the Penmaenbach headland by widening the current path
to generally 3 metres width, excepting several short lengths where existing constraints prevent this. Examples
would include at the railway bridge headwall where the path will be widened but the full 3 metres width cannot
be achieved and at positions of existing A55 communications infrastructure.
Point 2: Vehicles exiting the Puffin services are a significant hazard as traffic frequently joins A55 at
dangerously low speeds.
I acknowledge your concerns with respect to the current access and exit from the Puffin Services. As part of
the Scheme, we have sought to maximise the improvements that can be made to the access and exit, within
the constraints of the existing Trunk Road corridor. This has included the provision of a westbound auxiliary
lane between Junction 16A and the Puffin Services, to tie in with the privately owned access/egress
arrangement.
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Extending the on-slip from Puffin Services in any significant way would be difficult to achieve within the
constraints of the route corridor, given the closeness to the Maes-y-Llan housing estate. If not provided to
standards, there is a risk that drivers will assume such a slip road allows them to accelerate up to mainline
speeds and merge, without properly assessing gaps in passing traffic. An improved vertical alignment through
Junction 16A and provision of an auxiliary lane between Junction 16A and the services will provide improved
visibility and a clearer indication of approaching driver intention for exiting traffic.
Point 3: Alternative approach for access at the Puffin Services
Thank you for your suggestion that an alternative approach would be to stop up the on-slip and provide an
exit from the car park to the new link road. From what you briefly say, we think your suggested alternative
would be difficult to implement in relation to the current link road alignment, particularly in relation to level
differences and manoeuvring of HGVs to be able to exit in both directions. However, if you would like to send
us further details of your proposals to clarify exactly what you are proposing we will be able to provide a more
detailed response. Arrangements for submitting alternatives for consideration at the Public Local Inquiry (PLI)
are provided in the Notes from the Pre-Inquiry Meeting which can be found on the PLI website: PID.002-PIMNote-A55-FINAL.pdf (a55j14j15-publicinquiry.co.uk).
Please note that work has already been undertaken by the project team to look at alternative access
arrangements at the Puffin Café/Shell Orme View Service Station (Puffin Services) including those shown in
the attached Draft Sketch Refs: VN201687/SK-100 and VN201687/SK-200 which have been proposed by one
objector.
Point 4: You do not feel it necessary to have a signal controlled junction at Junction 16A
We do not agree. It is necessary to have a signal controlled junction at Junction 16A to safely control the
traffic. They are necessary both during day to day operation of the junction and in the event of an incident (for
example in the tunnel), to allow the rerouting of traffic as necessary and ensure network resilience.

I hope I have satisfactorily addressed the points you have raised in your correspondence of the 7 May 2021.
Should you require clarification, or wish to discuss the matters prior to responding, please contact Rob
Griffiths of Ramboll as follows: Tel: 07918 720458 / Email: Robert.Griffiths@ramboll.co.uk .

Yours faithfully

James Healey. B.Eng. C.Eng. MHKIE. MICE.
Project Engineer – A55 Junctions 15/16 Improvement Scheme
Trafnidiaeth -Transport
Seilwaith yr Economi - Economic Infrastructure
Llywodraeth Cymru - Welsh Government
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